
 
 

Briefing for the Public Petitions Committee 
 

Petition Number: PE1175 
 
Main Petitioner: Dr Robert Grant 
 
Subject: Calls on the Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to 
immediately improve the A92, particularly the section between the Prestonhall 
roundabout and Balfarg junction 

 
Background 
 
The A92 is a major road running between Dunfermline (M90 Junction 3) and 
the southern outskirts of Stonehaven (junction with the A90).  The road is a 
mixture of single and dual carriageway.  The section of the A92 running 
between Dunfermline and Dundee (Scott Fyfe roundabout) forms part of the 
trunk road network, which is owned and managed by Transport Scotland on 
behalf of Scottish Ministers and maintained by BEAR Scotland.  The 
remainder of the A92 is considered part of the local road network and is 
owned, managed and maintained by the relevant local authorities. 
 
Scottish Government Action 
 
The Scottish Government has no published plans to upgrade the trunk road 
section of the A92.  The Strategic Roads Review: Scheme Decisions, 
published by the Scottish Executive in November 1999, outlined the then 
Executive’s reasons for not proceeding with a major upgrade of the A92 
Preston-Balfarg section as follows: 
 

This scheme would have involved the construction of 3.8 km of high 
quality dual 2 lane carriageways with grade separated junctions. The 
existing road, situated in the north western quadrant of the Glenrothes 
conurbation, is currently single carriageway with the dual carriageway 
A92 East Fife Regional Road and Thornton Bypass to the south and a 
short length of dualling to the north. The scheme was considered as 
part of a new direct trunk road between Fife and the Tay Road Bridge 
and Dundee. The Executive considers that the standard of the 
proposed road is excessive but it recognises road safety problems on 
the existing road. In deciding not to progress the inherited scheme, the 
Executive will examine again practical local options to improve road 
safety and the efficiency of the route. 

 
During a members’ debate on the “A92 Upgrading” on 3 September 2008, 
Stewart Stevenson MSP, Minister for Transport, Infrastructure and Climate 
Change, made no commitment to any future upgrade.  However, he did refer 
to Transport Scotland’s ongoing Strategic Transport Projects Review (STPR), 
which aims to prioritise transport infrastructure investment over the period 
2012-2022.  The outcome of the STPR will be announced later this year and 
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there is no guarantee that it will include a commitment to an upgrade of the 
A92. 
 
Scottish Parliament Action 
 
A members’ debate, in the name of Ted Brocklebank MSP, on the upgrading 
of the A92 was held on 3 September 2008. 
 
Key Organisations 
 

 Scottish Government: Owner of the Scottish trunk road network, including 
the southern section of the A92, and responsible for national transport 
planning. 

 Transport Scotland: Responsible for the management and development of 
the trunk road network, including the A92, on behalf of Scottish Ministers 

 BEAR Scotland: A trunk road maintenance company, responsible for the 
day to day upkeep and winter maintenance of the A92. 

 SESTran: Regional Transport Partnership responsible for strategic 
transport planning in South east Scotland, including Fife. 

 
Alan Rehfisch 
Senior Research Specialist 
8 September 2008 
 
 
 

SPICe research specialists are not able to discuss the content of petition briefings 
with petitioners or other members of the public. However if you have any comments 
on any petitions briefing you can email us at spice@scottish.parliament.uk 
 
Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in petitions briefings is 
correct at the time of publication. Readers should be aware however that these 
briefings are not necessarily updated or otherwise amended to reflect subsequent 
changes. 
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